“MOWDEN MATTERS”

Mowden’s Pastoral Newsletter

January 2026

Dear Parents and Carers,

most recent council meeting.

Mr G Townley
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Pupil Voice is an important part of my role, as it gives the children the opportunity to share
their opinions about school life, both good and bad. The School Council is a vital part of this,
and I thoroughly enjoy the sessions that I have with the reps from each year group.

Every half term, they will canvass their classmates’ opinions on what is going well within
school and what could be improved. The questions cover various aspects of school life:
lessons, Games, activities, boarding and (often most importantly) food. I will then hold a
Council meeting so that the reps can tell me what has been said.

It isn’t, however, a token exercise. Wherever possible, I will take their ideas and opinions to
the relevant members of staff and we will explore how we can change things. [ will then

provide the responses to the reps who will feedback to their classes.

Below is a list of this year’s Council members, and the responses to the issues raised at the

Issue raised

Response

There are too many away fixtures and they
are often far away.

We are tied to those schools who are
available to play fixtures on a Wednesday
and Saturday. Mr Hardy will look into
arranging more local fixtures in the future.

More break time equipment

Mr Hardy has some more equipment that
he will make available for break times. This
will need to be looked after correctly.

Rugby balls for break time are all flat.

Mr Hardy is happy for some Year 8s to be
responsible for inflating the balls on a
weekly basis. Mr Townley will ask the
Senior Pupil meeting to select some
children to do this.

No longer have ‘optional games’.

With the introduction of the cricket
coaching sessions, we can no longer offer
this. We will keep looking at it and consider
bringing it back in the future.

Beatrice and Harriet Y Charlotte and Frankie S

Chester and William

YEAR 6 YEAR 7

YEAR 8

More school trips, especially the seniors.

Mr Townley will discuss with Mr Shaw-Kew
and look to see where there might be
opportunities for more school trips across
all year groups.

The green swing at Tiddlers’ Corner is too
close to the frame and can hurt the person
on the swing's legs

Mr Townley has raised this with Mr Gray
and he will get it looked at.

Year 6 Year 7
Annabelle and Daisy Henry G and Ava

Year 8
Archie and Louis

The hairdryers in the girls’ changing room
at the swimming pool don’t work.

Mr Townley has raised this with Mr Gray
and he will get it looked at.

bsa iz




What have we been up to?

// 3‘ Equallty Dlver31ty and Inclusion Wee

k

For this year’s Equality, Diversity and Inclusion Week, I chose the
theme of ‘Look Beyond the Disability’. In the assembly, I told the story
of my father, David, who lost his sight in his forties. As a result of this,
he went on to play Visually Impaired (VI) Cricket for both London
fl Metro and the England VI team. He played in the very first VI Ashes
series and the 2006 World Cup in Pakistan. I wanted the children to
| see from his story that we should not judge people by their perceived
ability, or disability, and also that even when things seem to be at their
darkest, they should try to be resilient and look for hope. In the Form
Period that week, each class learned about a different person with a
disability who went on to achieve success in their field. They made a
poster, which I will use to create a display in School.

In the first week back after Christmas, I Character Values - The Golden Mean
asked the children to make some New In a recent Chapel service, I spoke to the
Year’s resolutions. children about finding the ‘Golden Mean,
For the younger children, I asked them to a concept attributed to the Ancient Greek
reflect on last year - what went well and philosopher Aristotle. He argued that
what they might have done differently - virtue is the midpoint between two
and then set themself a resolution for the extremes. For example, courage is the
coming year. midpoint between rashness (excess
The seniors set themselves some Learning | | courage) and cowardice (a deficit of
Goals, based on the SMART target courage). We explored what this means
principle. in terms of our Character Values by
5§ M A R T | discussing various scenarios and how the
specific  Measurable Achievable | Relevant  Time-8ound| Children could demonstrate the Golden
0’ / 1) Mean for each of the character values.
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