“MOWDEN MATTERS”

Mowden’s Pastoral Newsletter November 2025

Dear Parents and Carers,

Safeguarding the children is the most important part of my role, as it is everyone who works
here at Mowden Hall. We take the responsibility of keeping the children safe very seriously.

When people think of the word safeguarding, they tend to think of the major child
protection issues, and these are, naturally, incredibly important. But, actually, the day to day
safeguarding of children is much more subtle, and much less dramatic.

[ believe that the safeguarding here at Mowden is second to none, and I think one of the
reasons for this is that all of the staff know the children so well. Whether that is teachers,
office staff, kitchen workers or cleaners, we are all constantly looking out for anyone who is
not quite themselves, or who seems to be troubled by something. The staff then know that

they can speak to me as Designated Safeguarding Lead, or any other members of the team,
and we will follow up their concerns.

Similarly, if you have any concerns about any of the children here at Mowden, no matter how
small, please do contact any member of the Safeguarding Team - our details are below.
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SAFEGUARDING TEAM

Designated Safeguarding Lead:
Gareth Townley DSL, 07714871793

chitp X N Safeguarding Team:
e %% % %, Kirsten Knight, DDSL, 07742670823 Ext 715
Leonie Serbrock, DDSL, 07766 833438 Ext 717

Laura Danby, DDSL, 07805 708666 Ext 708

Lucinda Newcombe, Safeguarding Trustee, 07500 662061
Northumberland LADO: Louise Prudhoe, 07500 606174
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What have we been up to?

Odd Socks Day
Monday 10th November saw us launch
Anti-Bullying Week in the traditional way by
wearing our odd socks to school. This small
gesture highlights the fact that we are all different
and that those differences are what make life
interesting, and should be celebrated. It is always
one of the children’s favourite days of the year.
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Anti-Bullying Week
The theme of this year’s Anti-Bullying
Week was ‘Power for Good’. In my
assembly and the Thursday Form
Period, we explored how we all have
R different powers, linking this to our
;myw(;\ School Charactgr values. We
WEEK encouraged the children to think of
ways that they can use their own
powers for good.

Character Values - Honesty

This half term, our character value is honesty. In his first
assembly of the half term, Mr Sturt explained that integrity is
‘the quality of being honest and having strong moral
principles.” We followed that up during Form Period by
exploring what honesty looks like in real life. The children
discussed different dilemmas involving making an honest or
dishonest choice. They had to explain what the person should
do, and which of the choices would make them happier.
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