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Dear Parents and Carers,

It has only been four weeks since we welcomed the children to a new academic year, but so 
much has happened in that time that it feels a lot longer. It was a real pleasure to see all of 
the pupils again, and to find out what they had been up to over the summer holidays.

This half term, our Character value is kindness. In our Prep School assembly, Mrs Fairclough 
and I talked about the ‘boomerang of kindness’, explaining how if you send kindness out into 
the world it will come back to you. We also discussed whether we should perform acts of 
kindness to look good or for their own sake. We set the children the task of performing at 
least one invisible act of kindness that week, and they rose to the the challenge.

Although we have a focus on kindness, we are also celebrating all of our other character 
values. Across the whole school, one person from each class or form is awarded a Character 
Certificate each week, and these have been for a range of our values - resilience, community, 
independent thinking and more.

Mr G Townley

In my recent chapel service, we marked 
International Day of Sign Languages. 
I explained to the children that British Sign 
Language (BSL) is a formal language, with its 
own grammar and vocabulary, that is used by 
many deaf and hard of hearing people in the 
UK every day.
We agreed that learning a few signs is a fairly 
easy way to help people who are deaf feel 
included and welcomed.
We learned a few basic signs - such as hello, 
yes, no, thank you and please - before we all 
signed the words to the song I Can Sing a 
Rainbow. I have included the signs for this in 
the image to the left - perhaps you could all 
have a go at singing and signing with your 
children at home?



What have we been up to this month?

In Weeks 2 and 3, we held the 
elections for the Prep School 
School Council. Each child who 
wanted to be involved in the 
Council was asked to prepare a 
short speech, which they delivered 
to their Form. There was then an 
election in each Form. The elected 
members of the council are 
recorded in the table to the right.

Week 2 saw the Prep School children complete the first 
Wellbeing Questionnaire of the year. This is a vital tool 
that helps us to provide excellent pastoral care. I am 
delighted to say that the children are all very happy in 
school, with average scores of 8.8/ 10 or higher for all 
categories. These are some of the additional comments 
that the children made.

Finally, I wanted to pass on some information that was sent to us by 
Westfields School, one of the senior schools in Newcastle. 
They have informed us that some of their pupils have had fake Tik Tok 
accounts set up in their names. 
These accounts are then used to gather personal 
information about their friends, in order to create 
more fake accounts. 
If your child has a Tik Tok account, please be vigilant 
and encourage them to discuss with you anything that makes them feel 
uncomfortable.

3F - Beatrice S
3J - Harriet Y

4B - Frankie S
4O - Charlotte T

5B - Chester H & 
William R

6S - Daisy H
6T Annabelle C

7M - Ava H
7S - Henry G

8L - Archie D
8S - Louis G

I love 
Mowden!

I feel like 
I belong 
at this 
school.

I feel happy at 
school.


